
SmartMedia Project Data Collection

➔ What is SmartMedia project?
SmartMedia  project  started  in  2012  in  close  collaboration  with  the  Scandinavian  media 
industry.  Now,  the  project  has  a  focus  on  news  recommender  systems  which  aims  to 
recommend news articles to users according to the users' location, preferences and personal 
interests without any manual search effort. 
Project web page: http://research.idi.ntnu.no/SmartMedia/

➔ Why do we need a data set?
Real systems work on data and to be able to build effective systems we need realistic data sets. 
Without  the  proper  data  set  it  is  not  possible  to  develop,  test  and  improve  the  systems. 
Currently, there is no proper open data set for news domain and Norwegian news.

➔ How does the data collection process work?
The selected  group of  people  will  use  the  news recommender  system during  a  two weeks 
period. Currently the system is a web based system. The users should login to the system, start 
reading news articles and rate them.

➔ What are we going to collect?
Registration  is  needed  to  use  the  system.  During  the  registration  we  will  ask  for  some 
information  like  name,  e-mail  address,  birth  date,  occupation,  gender  and city  you live  in. 
During the usage of the system we will continue to collect some data like which articles you 
clicked, how much time you spent to read that article and your location. And most importantly 
we will ask you to rate each article you read. Ratings are the only way to understand how much 
the article is relevant to the user and it is really important to make recommendations. 

➔ What is required from users?
Data collection process will continue for two weeks. The users are required to regularly use the 
system at least once a day and properly rate each article they read. 

➔ What are the requirements to become a test user?
Since the news articles will be in Norwegian, the users must be Norwegian readers.

➔ How to register to become a test user?
You can visit the web page below and leave your name and e-mail address. Then you will 
receive more information about the exact dates of the test usage and other details.

http://tinyurl.com/smartmedia-data

All participants of the data set collection will win a dinner in Solsiden.

For further questions: ozlemo@idi.ntnu.no
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