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[image: image1.jpg]Scorpions have captured the magination of
humans from saly times, arousing  moreie
interest that no doubt. stems from thei
Venamous tandencis. Misundartood and per-
secutaa 2 thy often are, 1t i any relatiely
recenty that we have begun o understand
their comples behaviur and bioloay:

This bk, writen by ane iho confeses to
3 pasion for scorpons, describes i laymans terms the way corplons' bodies
are comstrucad, the srategies that enable them o suriv harsh conditions,
ther useof venom and othe aspects o thel successulexsence over millons
af yars. il nlp smateur nturslits s well  professionas n assocsted
e, o ity souther Africa's rich scorpion fauna and, i £ o, vl
shed new ght o these scretive reatures

Tha pecis included hes are those most kel to b encountared. any are
asclydentiable with the nsked ey snd hava very wide ditritions. At far
a5 posible, the book avods complicaed terminology an includes practcal
Information on whera 1 look for corpions and how best o handle the.

Jonathan Laaming s bor n the vl of avenshes,
England, and was encouraged by his parents from an
eary age 10 love and resact the natural world. After
Immigrating to South Afica in 1984, he joned he Spder
Clb of Southern Africa an the African Arachnological
Socity. Souther African scorplons have snce been is
A pasion nd sbrorbing intaret He s gven many public
y lecturesand e field tis, and has aced 2 3 consutant
on fim documentaris and TV programmes and for

4 varous publications
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This book represents a huge step forward in scorpion conservation. No where else is so much information readily available in a user friendly format. It covers the southern Africa sub region which includes South Africa, Zimbabwe, Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland and southern Mozambique. It represents the facts about one of the worlds most misunderstood creatures.

Distribution maps, photos and descriptions of 60 species of scorpion have been included.

A visual key to genera is included using the shape of the pincers and venom vesicle provides easy identification down to genus level. Sexual dimorphism, characteristics, venom strengths, habitat requirements and behavior is discussed or illustrated for all southern African genera. 

Other topics discussed include general distributions of southern African scorpions; evolution and fossil records; anatomy; ecdysis; behaviour; burrows; defence; surface activities; predators and prey; venom; courtship; gestation and birth; habitat selection; parental care; control; conservation; biodiversity.

The book will appeal to the amateur naturalist but also the professional arachnologist. It contains an upto date overview of southern African scorpions as well as yet unpublished information of scorpion biology in a southern African context.
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