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The digital humanities methods currently drawing 

attention … are about counting, or graphing, or 

mapping. But the mass of historians’ research is 

about finding, and finding out. That so many of us are 

now finding and finding out via online access to a 

digitized knowledge base has significant 

consequences, regardless of whether we count, 

graph, or map anything at all.

Lara Putnam, ‘The Transnational and the Text-Searchable: Digitized Sources 

and the Shadows They Cast’ (working paper submitted for publication) <http://d-

scholarship.pitt.edu/20882/> [accessed 16 March 2015] , p. 3.

http://d-scholarship.pitt.edu/20882/
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When someone is preparing an important electronic

database […], consulting specialist users of the

relevant material makes a great deal of sense. 

Unless one has spent a fair amount of time grappling

with the gritty, intractable problems posed by 

eighteenth-century periodicals, one is unlikely to 

have much understanding of potential pitfalls.

Ashley Marshall and Robert D. Hume, ‘The Joys, Possibilities, and Perils of the

British Library’s Digital Burney Newspapers Collection’, PBSA, 104:1 (2010), pp. 

5-52 (p. 50).


