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Abstract

The binomial Chironomus (C.) savoreljela nom. nov. is proposed as replacement name for Chironomus
inermifrons auct. (sensu Pinder, 1978) nec Goetghebuer, 1921

Introduction

While assembling data of species in the subfamily Chironominae, comprising Part 3 of the “World Cata-
logue of Chironomidae” that was initiated by the late Patrick Ashe (deceased 2022) and of which three parts
are published (Ashe & O’Connor (2009, 2012; Ashe, Murray & O’Connor, 2024), a need became apparent
to address taxonomic issues for the Palaearctic species Chironomus inermifrons described from Belgium by
Goetghebuer (1921: 151). The epithet inermifrons had already been used by Kieffer (1916: 108) for a dif-
ferent, much smaller, species Tendipes inermifrons Kieffer from Tainan (Formosa) in the Oriental Region
and thus the binomial Chironomus inermifrons as applied by Goetghebuer (1921), became a permanently
invalid junior primary homonym of Tendipes inermifrons Kieffer. However, mistaken use of “Chironomus
inermifrons” Goetghebuer 1921 continued in Palaearctic literature, notably in the determination keys of
Goetghebuer (1928), Edwards (1929), Goetghebuer in Goetghebuer & Lenz, (1937), Coe (1950), Pinder
(1978), Langton & Pinder (2007) and in distribution listing of Fauna Europaea by Fittkau, Schlee & Reiss
(1967), Lindeberg & Wiederholm (1979) and the current online Checklist of Diptera of the British Isles at
dipterists.org.uk. (updated 23 March 2025).

Significant additional taxonomic issues concerning the taxon were revealed following examination by M.
Spies (Spies 2014; Sether & Spies, 2013) of the Goetghebuer (1921) holotype material in the Institut Royal
des Sciences Naturales de Belgique, Brussels (IRSNB) and of voucher specimens from Britain (Scotland
and England) in the collections of the Natural History Museum London (NMH) that had been determined
by Edwards (1929) as C. inermifrons Goetgh. Two distinct species are now known to have been included
under C. inermifrons. Examination of the holotype specimens in IRSNB revealed the fact that Goetghe-
buer’s C. inermifrons did not belong in Chironomus but was a true species of Glyptotendipes Kieffer, 1913
in the subgenus Calochironomus Heyn, 1993. In the text entry by Goetghebuer (1928: 66) for C. inermi-
frons the added entry in brackets with a question mark symbol “(? longiforceps Kieff.)”” indicated question-
able synonymy with the species described by Kieffer (1918). Spies (2014) has also suggested a possibility
that C. longiforceps Kieffer, “as a recognised nomen dubium for some time that could be validated, is a
good candidate valid name for replacement of “inermifrons” Goetghebuer in Glyptotendipes (Caulochi-
ronomus). This situation is not addressed here and thus remains unresolved.

Examination of the voucher specimens from Britain in NMH London showed that they belonged to a dif-
ferent valid species of Chironomus that had been misidentified in Edwards (1929) as “Chironomus inermi-
frons” most likely from Goetghebuer (1928). The record of “C. inermifrons” in Edwards (1929; p383) was
based on his examination of adult males collected in August 1919 by J. Waterston at Bonawe, Scotland.
Edwards (I.c.) was obviously aware of unique features of the specimens examined and noted that the adults
“differ from all the other British species of this group in lacking the frontal tubercles and having no trace of
emargination on the front of the pronotum”. Additional records in Britain of “C. inermifions”, as recognised
by Edwards, were given in the determination keys of Coe, Freeman & Mattingly (1950) from specimens
identified by Freeman collected by Macan (1949) at two locations in the English Lake District in July /
August 1947. Voucher material of these specimens from Scotland and England form part of the extensive
Diptera collection in the British Museum, Natural History, London (Cranston, 1976). The species continued
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to be treated as Chironomus inermifrons Goetghebuer in the comprehensive keys of Pinder (1978) and as
Chironomus (C.) inermifrons Goetghebuer in Langton & Pinder (2007) leading to repeated incorrect use of
the binomial. Records of the species have been variously given as C. inermifrons Goetgh., “C. inermifrons
sensu Pinder” or, as in the Fauna Europaea listing of Sacther & Spies (2013), under the unavailable pseu-
donym “C. inermifrons Pinder”. A replacement species epithet is required for this taxon as indicated by M.
Spies (2014) and as pers com. in Jon Martin’s online Chironomus web page (see chironomidae.net), The
name Chironomus savoreljela is proposed here to replace Chironomus inermifrons auct. (sensu Edwards,
sensu Pinder, sensu Langton & Pinder) nec Goetghebuer, 1921.

Chironomus (C.) savoreljela nom. nov.

https://zoobank.org/60B927B0-55E9-4901-BA6E-A8667B6594FE

Type specimens (4 - not examined), Natural History Museum, London (NHMUK): det F. W. Edwards as
“C. inermifrons Goetghebuer, 1921”. Argyllshire, Bonawe, nr. Taynuilt, August 1919, leg. J. Waterston,
BM 1919-217; specimen 1, female, pinned, NHMUK 010210483, specimen 2, male, pinned, genital prep,
NHMUK 010210484. Syntypes leg T.T. Macan, 1947, Lake District, Hawkshead, Claife Heights, Three
Dubs Tarn, BM 1947-229: Specimen 3, fremale, pinned, 13/viii/47, NHMUK 010210485; specimen 4,
male, pinned, 27/vii/47. NHMUK 010210486.

Etymology. The species epithet savoreljela is derived from the given names of the four youngest
granddaughters of the author: Savannah, Orlagh, Elle-J and Eleanor.

Diagnoses

[Original described morphological features are augmented by additional observations on specimens from
Norway by L. Paasivirta, O. Schnell and M. Spies, from Scotland by P. Langton and comments by J. Martin
that were highlighted in e-mail communications in 2014/5 from M. Spies to P. Ashe who passed them on
to the author].

Adult males are distinguished from other species of Chironomus by the following combination of charac-
ters: Body and legs dark. Frontal tubercles minute (15x10pm) or absent, A.R. less than 5. Thoracic acros-
tichal setae absent; Tarsal beard very short, L.R. about 1.4, Wing length 5—-6 mm. Sternite I of abdomen with
distinct, densely distributed, enlarged, elongate and thickened spinules that are distinctly different from the
microtrichia on the other sternites. Tergite IX reticulate, 8-10 setae arising from 5-6 pale areas in a roughly
oval pattern anterior to anal point base; Anal point narrow; Superior volsella sharp; Gonostylus narrow
(Hypopygium: Fig 143a Pinder, 1978; Fig 200b, Langton & Pinder, 2007).

Distribution

The species has a Palacarctic distribution and is known from England, Scotland, Finland (Paasivirta,
2012), Norway (Lindegaard, 1997) and possibly Spain (Soriano ef al. 1997).

Acknowledgements

The author is grateful to the late Patrick Ashe for sharing his e-mail communications and to an anony-
mous reviewer for helpful comments.

References

Ashe, P. and O’Connor, J.P. 2009. A World Catalogue of Chironomidae (Diptera). Part 1. Buchonomyi-
inae, Chilenomyiinae, Podonominae, Aphroteniinae, Tanypodinae, Usambaromyiinae, Diamesinae,
Prodiamesinae and Telmatogetoninae. Irish Biogeographical Society and National Museum of Ireland,
Dublin. 445 p.

Ashe, P. and O’Connor, J.P. 2012. 4 World Catalogue of Chironomidae (Diptera). Part 2. Orthocladiinae.
Irish Biogeographical Society and National Museum of Ireland, Dublin. xvi+968 p.

Ashe, P.J., Murray, D.A. and O’Connor, J.P. 2024. A World Catalogue of Chironomidae — Part 4. Fossil
Chironomidae. - Occasional Publication of the Irish Biogeographical Society 15, 248 p.

Coe, R.L. 1950. Family Chironomidae. In Coe, R.L., Freeman, P. and Mattingly, P.F. (Eds) Handbooks for
the Identification of British Insects — Diptera, Nematocera. Vol. IX Part 2. Royal Entomological Society
of London, pp. 121-206.


https://zoobank.org/60B927B0-55E9-4901-BA6E-A8667B6594FE

Cranston, P.S. 1976 [28 Feb. 1976] A list of types of Palaecarctic Chironomidae in the British Museum
(Natural History). - CHIRONOMUS 1 (17-18): 137-146.

Edwards, F. W. 1929. British non-biting midges (Diptera, Chironomidae). - Transactions of the Entomologi-
cal Society of London 77: 279-430.

Goetghebuer, M. 1921. Chironomides de Belgique et spécialement de la zone des Flandres. - Mémoires du
Musée Royal d’Histoire Naturelle de Belgique 8 (Fascicule 4, Mémoire 31), 1-211.

Goetghebuer, M. 1928. Diptéres (Nématoceres) III. Chironomidae. Chironomariae. - Faune de France 18:
1-174.

Goetghebuer, M. & Lenz, F. 1937. 13c Tendipedidae - Tendipedinae. In Lindner, E. (Ed.) Die Fliegen der
Palaearktischen Region 3(1): 49-72.

Kieffer, J.J. 1916. Tendipedides (Chironomides) de Formose conservés au Museum National Hungrois de
Budapest et detérminés par J. J. Kieffer. - Annls hist-nat. Mus. Nat. hung. 14(1): 81-121.

Langton, P.H. & Pinder, L.C.V. 2007. Keys to the adult male Chironomidae of Britain and Ireland. Fresh-
water Biological Association Scientific Publication 64 (1): 1-239; (2): 1-168.

Lindegaard, C. 1997. Diptera Chironomidae, Non-biting Midges. In Nilsson, A. (Ed.) Aquatic insects of
Northern Europe — A Taxonomic Handbook. Vol 2. Odonata — Diptera. Apollo Books, Denmark, pp.
265-294.

Lindeberg, B. and Wiederholm, T. 1979. Notes on the taxonomy of European species of Chironomus (Dip-
tera: Chironomidae). In Sather, O.A. (Ed.) Recent development in chironomid studies (Diptera: Chi-
ronomidae). - Entomologica Scandinavica Supplement 10: 99-116.

Macan, T.T. 1949. Survey of a moorland fish pond. - Journal of Animal Ecology 18:160-186 Martin, J.
2025. Listing of names which have been applied in Chironomus. https://www.chironomidae.net/Martin/
Chironfiles/Chiron.htm (accessed 24 November 2025)

Paasivirta, L. 2012. Finnish Chironomidae. - Chironomus Journal of Chironomidae Research 25: 47-70.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5324/cjcr.v0i25.1546

Pinder, L.C.V. 1978. A key to the adult males of the British Chironomidae (Diptera) the non-biting midges.
- Scientific Publications of the Freshwater Biological Association 37 (1): 1-169; (2): Figs 77-189.

Sather, O.A. and Spies, M. 2013. Fauna Europaea: Chironomidae. In Beuk, P. and Pape, T. (Eds) Fauna
Europaea: Diptera Nematocera. Fauna Europaea version 2.6.

Soriano, O., Cobo, F., Rieradevall, M. and Prat, N. 1997. Lista faunistica y bibliografica de los quironomi-
dos (Diptera, Chironomidae) de la Peninsula Ibérica e Islas Baleares. In Garcia-Avilés, J. & Rico, E.
(Eds) Lista de la flora y fauna de las agues continentals de la Peninsula Iberica N° 13. Asociacion
Espafiola de Limnologia, p. 110.

Spies, M. 2014. Chironomus inermifrons Goetghebuer in the sense of subsequent authors. Chironomid
Exchange Forum. https://chironomidae.net/chiroforum/index.php?topic=44.msg103#msg103

Article submitted 27. November 2025, accepted by Peter H. Langton 9. January 2026, published 25. February 2026.


https://www.chironomidae.net/Martin/Chironfiles/Chiron.htm
https://www.chironomidae.net/Martin/Chironfiles/Chiron.htm
https://doi.org/10.5324/cjcr.v0i25.1546
https://chironomidae.net/chiroforum/index.php?topic=44.msg103#msg103

