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After a full and varied life, PD Dr. Jürg Fischer died in 2018, secluded in Ascona, southern Switzerland. 
Many elder researchers had known him from the International Symposia on Chironomidae, by actively cor-
responding with him or through his publications.

Jürg Fischer was born in Bern and received his 
education as a primary school teacher and then as 
a secondary school teacher. He taught at various 
levels for several years in different schools in the 
canton of Bern before studying zoology, botany 
and chemistry at the Faculty of Natural Sciences 
(University of Bern). Already during his diploma 
thesis as well as his dissertation, was he dealing 
with chironomids in the department of Prof. Sieg-
fried Rosin (Fischer 1978) at the Zoological Insti-
tute. After having finished his dissertation, "On the 
Reproductive Biology of Chironomus nuditarsis 
Str.", he worked as a senior assistant in the afore-
mentioned department and made essential contri-
butions to its development. Jürg Fischer did not 
only have an enormously broad knowledge, but he 
was also very talented in practical/technical mat-
ters, which proved its worth in the development of 
a carefully maintained and well thought-out chi-
ronomid breeding program and the construction 
of sophisticated experimental set-ups. Influenced 
by Rosin’s mathematical and biostatistical knowl-
edge, his experiments were always far-sightedly 
planned with regard to their verification. After 
his habilitation, Fischer became heavily involved 
in the teaching of zoology, especially ecological 
genetics. Collaborators of the department regarded 
Jürg Fischer as a reliable colleague and friend. 
Thanks to his pedagogical-didactic skill, his teach-

ing at the university was very popular among biology students as well as medical or pharmaceutical stu-
dents. While many truly appreciated his open and direct expression of opinion, others were less pleased 
with this characteristic. His insect courses and excursions were particularly well attended. Jürg Fischer was 
also interested in other areas of zoology. He collaborated, for example, several times in outdoor studies on 
the rock ptarmigan (Lagopus muta) in the Swiss Alps.

His list of publications manifests two main areas of chironomid research:	
(1) Effects of chromosomal structures or mutations on reproduction and selection. For the time being,
this work was mostly done in cooperation with Siegfried Rosin. After a six-month stay at the Univer-
sity of British Columbia in Vancouver, investigations were carried out in collaboration with research-
ers from Bern, with Dr. Herbert Tichy in Tübingen and especially with Prof. Paraskeva Michailova in
Sofia as well as with Russian researchers. Particular emphasis should be laid on his original work on
translocations, which was made possible thanks to his ability (acquired with patience and perseverance)
to mate midges individually. Unique were, among other things, his translocation ‘chromosome rings’ of
up to all eight chromosomes of Chironomus nuditarsis, produced from several translocation breedings;
they thus provided fundamentals for population and species vitality and for species evolution.

Jürg Fischer in Ascona, 2015. Photo: Barbara Streit-Fischer

73

mailto:g.adamek@bluewin.ch


(2) Thanks to Fischer’s basic research on the development and physiology of Chironomus plumosus and 
Ch. nuditarsis in particular, several studies on dormancy and eclosion activity could be carried out.

Due to the early death of Prof. Rosin and the subsequent failure to reoccupy the professorship, Jürg Fis-
cher’s internal working conditions were unfortunately to become very difficult for years, above all due to 
resentment and even bullying. He found consolation in his good relations with the international family of 
chironomid researchers. However, his early withdrawal from chironomid research was something he could 
not really cope with for the rest of his life.

Nevertheless, his dry sense of humour continued part of his personality. Furthermore, Jürg Fischer’s ability 
to remember and memorize was impressive: He could quote longer literary texts or poems at will and by 
heart on any appropriate occasions; who else but φ (his usual signature abbreviation) could, just for fun, 
correctly recite 100 decimal places of the mathematical constant π. In addition to his manifold biological 
commitment, he played various musical instruments and thus counterbalanced his professional work. For 
years, Jürg Fischer was known in the Bernese jazz scene as an excellent bass player.

He always stayed loyal to his friends despite his gradual withdrawal in his later years, a behaviour probably 
also caused by health reasons. Until his death, Jürg Fischer received unwavering support from his family, 
consisting of his partner, his children and grandchildren. His work and his enthusiasm are an incentive for 
us to continue working in his spirit. In many ways, φ remains a role model for us all.
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