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Source: UN World Urbanization Prospects, 2018

By 2050 urban population will 

increase by 2.5 billion people

The world will build a city of 

more than 1.5 million people 

every week until 2050! 

CITIES – THE KEY TO A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
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Key Challenges & Efforts
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Waste & 
Circular
Economy

Mobility

Construction

Mobility, Waste and 
Construction 

• All Non-ETS, represents 90% 
of Oslo CO2 emissions

Priority: To pursue key
sources through City level
measures, such as

• Public transport & 
procurement

• Planning & Zoning regulations

• Climate governance
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Winning support

From the Oslo City Government political 
platform: “The City of Oslo will work 
together with all the inhabitants of the 
entire city. We shall ensure broad 
support for the solutions required.”

Issues of identity and social cohesion 
correlate with low-carbon 
transformation issues

How can research inform strategies and 
decisions, keeping in mind the need to 
include all, and win broad public 
support?
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Wishlist

More relevant research!

• Mobility, 

• Waste

• Construction, 

• Embodied carbon & circular economy

Practic and pragmatic approach

• Look for what could work on the ground

Prioritize, and choose your audience

• To be relevant to key decision makers, 

be specific

Engage and involve!
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