
Dams and dam safety

Fjóla Guðrún Sigtryggsdóttir





3

Number of dams in Norway

Numberof registereddams in 2019:    >4250 

Numberof largedams in 2019:    348 

(Unregisteredsmalldams > 3000 )

Figuresand informationfrom Grethe Holm Midtømmeand Lars Grøttå NVE
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Dam safety concept from

the Norwegian Water Resources and Energy Directorate (NVE)

13. feb. 2020

Figurefrom
Grethe Holm 
Midtømme, NVE

Qualified safety personnel 
(manager, chartered dam engineer, dam attendants, consulting engineers, contractor) 
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Classification ïextra foundation

Å Consequence classes 

provides basis for prioritizing 

the safety supervision of the 

dams along with design 

criteria.

Å Requires a reasonable 

estimate of the breach 

opening, to obtain breach 

discharges for estimating 

inundated area downstream.
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Graph from Grethe Holm Midtømme, NVE
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Rockfill dams
ÅNumber of registered rockfill dams: ca 600 (ca 720)

ÅHighest rockfill dam: Oddatjørn (142m)

Oddatjørn Photo:AgderEnergi

Skjerkevatn

Photo fra Lars Grøttå
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Dam Skjerkevatn i Åseral


