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Research Group: Professional Care and Technology-Intensive Environments

About Us: The research group’s activities focus on creating knowledge about various
encounters between people in different care and cultural contexts, including prevention,
treatment, palliative care, and rehabilitation. Additionally, the critical role of space and place,
both at home and in hospitals, and the impact of various technologies on professional care are
studied. Ethicalissues related to these areas are also examined.

The research group for professional care and technology-intensive environments adopts a
lifeworld and critical perspective on care within caring science in its research. Such a
perspective assumes that care is natural for all people, but in professional care, thereis a
special responsibility as the caregiver is both educated and employed to alleviate suffering and
maintain health, integrity, and life. Professional care also involves improving the conditions for
care in both clinical practice, teaching, and research. This research program focuses mainly on
clinical patient-centered research, which also includes how one learns in practice.

Research Focus:

¢ Person- and Family-Centered Care: The narratives of patients, their relatives, and
healthcare professionals about their situations form the basis of the research.

¢ Geographical Perspective on Care: The significance of space and place for care.

o Technological Perspective: Various technologies used in health and care become an
integrated part of the body when they function well.

¢ Palliative and Curative Treatment: Palliative care is based on WHO’s definition:
“Palliative care is an approach that improves the quality of life of patients and their
families facing the problem associated with life-threatening illness.” Curative treatment
includes patient pathways and patient experiences.

Projects:

o The significance of language, space, place, and technology for interaction in
intraoperative care.

e Discursive Constructions Related to Elderly Migrants Becoming Patients in Three
Welfare States: Norway, Denmark, and Sweden.

e Discursive patient constructions — elderly immigrants’ encounters with healthcare
professionals (Ph.D. project).

e Experiences with the implementation of patient-user involvement in a rehabilitation
context —from a patient, healthcare personnel, and student perspective.

e The Ono study: Patients’ and healthcare personnel’s experiences from the acute
consultation and follow-up at sexual assault centers — a qualitative study (Ph.D. project).

o Digital home hospital for premature infants — parents’ perspectives. The project has
received funding from the Regional Cooperation Organization for Education, Research,
and Innovation for a Ph.D. fellowship. Liasson committee?



When the hospital relocates home —readiness for hospital discharge among parents of
children undergoing tonsillectomy as a day surgery procedure, and experiences linked
to the recovery time at home (Ph.D. project).

The effects of tourniquet on muscle strength and function in patients operated with total
knee arthroplasty (Ph.D. project).

Translation and validation of the Good Perioperative Nursing Care Scale (GPNCS)
questionnaire into Norwegian; a patient-administered questionnaire regarding patients’
experiences with their stay in the operating department and recovery (master’s theses).



