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Horizon 2020
The European Union programme for research 

and innovation for 2014 - 2020

ÅKey instrument to stimulate and leverage R&I  
investment for securing Europe's future

ÅIntegration of research and innovation aimed at 
delivering more breakthroughs and discoveries 

ÅFocus on societal challenges facing 
EU society, 

ÅSimplified access

ÅNew instruments that address broader 
range of stakeholders (e.g. innovation 
activities, SME instrument, FTI )



ú77 billion from 2014 - 2020

Horizon 2020 budget* (in current prizes) Excellent science EUR
24.2 billion

Industrial leadership
EUR16.5 billion

Societal Challenges
EUR 28.6 billion

Other

EUR 3.1 billion

EIT
EUR 2.4 billion

Euratom (2014-2018)
EUR 1.6 billion* Contribution to European Fund 

for Strategic Investments (EFSI )



Horizon 2020 implementation

ÅTwo - year work progamme ïmore planning security 
for applicants

ÅAround ú15 billion investment in calls 

ÅChallenge - based approach giving applicants much 
freedom to come up with innovative solutions

ÅUser - friendly IT systems and Participant Portal 
(single entry point)

ÅSimplified business processes (time - to -grant)



KEY FINDINGS
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2016 - 17: 2 nd Work Programme 

Å EUR 16 billion investment: 63 calls ï600 topics

Å Contribution to the Jobs, Growth and Investment 
agenda and support to other Commission priorities, 
notably

V Energy Union;
V Digital Single Market; 
V Strengthening the industrial base.

ÅContinuing of challenge -based approach and new part 
with cross -cutting activities ( focus areas )

ÅIncorporating lessons learned from WP 2014 -15

Å Including more two -stage calls in 2017
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Flexible response to new challenges

Å Ebola: After declaration of global 
emergency in August 2014 , quick 
mobilisation of ú24.4 million
from Horizon 2020 for urgent 
research projects complemented by 
ú215 million from the Commission 
and the European pharmaceutical industry through the 
Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI) . 

Å Zika virus: Horizon 2020 is about to mobilise ú10 
million for urgent research in early 2016 .

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/sites/horizon2020/files/styles/h2020_large/public/newsroom/fotolia_71647776_subscription_s_11089.jpg?itok=xy_2bG1K
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/sites/horizon2020/files/styles/h2020_large/public/newsroom/fotolia_71647776_subscription_s_11089.jpg?itok=xy_2bG1K
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Work Programme 2018 - 2020
Strategic Programming
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Å Strategic Programming sets priorities for the last three
years of Horizon 2020 on the basis of

o the Horizon 2020 legal acts,

o the outcome of the interim evaluation of Horizon
2020 (and the MFF mid - term review)

o Commission has proposed an additional
ú400 m (MFF mid - term review)

o Consultations and

o the Commission's priorities .
Å Work Programme :

o 'Full' contents for 2018 -2019 and only 'minimum'
contents for 2020 .

o Work Programme 2020 part bridging to the next FP



Horizon 2020 ïInterim Evaluation
Content

Å Political context - Legal Requirements ( art 32 of the Regulation 
setting up Horizon 2020 and art. 30 of the Rules for participation)

Å Better Regulation guidelines ïraising the bar: 
Å Effectiveness - do the effects correspond to the 

objectives ?

Å Efficiency - were the impacts (benefits) achieved at a 
reasonable cost ?

Å Relevance - do the objectives correspond to the needs ?

Å Coherence - interventions do not contradict others with 
similar objectives

Å EU- added value - additional value from EU activities, 
compared to what could be achieved at other levels


