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Essay topics by lecturer:
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Oppgavetekst:

Audrey van der Meer — Infancy & Ecological Psychology

1. How do traditional developmental theories, particularly nativist (maturational) and empiricist
(learning) perspectives, continue to shape child-rearing practices in Western societies? Reflect on
examples such as postponed potty-training, encouraging babies to sleep through the night, or delaying
early learning, and consider how these practices compare with those in other cultures.
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2. How does Gibson’s (1979/2015) concept of affordances support direct theories of perception in
contrast to traditional indirect theories? Using relevant developmental research, discuss how
affordances provide evidence for the idea that perception involves picking up action possibilities directly
from the environment rather than mentally constructing representations. In your answer, report and
reflect on specific developmental studies of affordances.

Nunne Englund — Language development & speech perception
3. What are the characteristics of infant directed speech?
4. How can the way in which we speak to infants enhance their language development?

Vera Skalicka — Childhood and adolescence

5. Discuss the family stress model and the investment model as explanations of socioeconomic
inequalities in children’s mental health. Make sure to address empirical research related to each of the
explanations and consider its limitations.

6. Discuss the impact of social exclusion on children’s emotions and behavior in terms of the need-
to belong theory, using empirical research.

Jolene van der Kaap-Deeder — Adolescence, parenthood, and the aging population

7. Compare the two conceptualizations of autonomy (i.e., autonomy-as-independence vs.
autonomye-as-volition) and relate these to both adolescents’ and older adults’ psychosocial functioning.
Be sure to address empirical research and consider both its strengths and limitations.

8. Discuss the dual aspects of parenthood mentioned in the literature—both the pains and
pleasures. Describe why, how, and when parents are more likely to experience more or less well-being
than nonparents. Be sure to address empirical research and consider both its strengths and limitations.

Sensurveiledning:

1. Audrey 1. Define maturational (“modning”)/nativist theories of development and contrast them
with empiricist/behaviourist perspectives (“erfaringslaere”). lllustrate how these traditional theories
continue to influence child-rearing practices in Western societies, using examples such as postponed
potty-training, avoiding pushing young children physically or academically, and teaching babies to sleep
through the night. For a broader perspective and as discussed in class, students should include examples
of child-rearing practices from other cultures, such as baby gymnastics (Africa and Pakistan), baby
massage (India), gahvora cradling (Tajikistan), and sandbag babies (Northern China), discussing how
cultural variations reflect differing emphases on maturation and learning.

2. Audrey 2. Contrast direct theories of perception with indirect theories of perception. Using
developmental research on affordances, show how the concept of affordances provides evidence for
direct perception. Using findings from developmental research, demonstrate how Gibson’s concept of
affordances—opportunities for action that environments offer to organisms—provides concrete
evidence supporting direct perception. Draw on specific developmental studies of affordances in infants
and children to show how they are able to perceive and act upon features of their environment without




@ NTNU

Institutt for psykologi

relying on learned interpretations or prior knowledge, highlighting how this research underpins direct
theories of perception.

3. Nunne 1. The students are free to discuss any aspect of IDS, they may include several aspects of
speech from phonetic including suprasegmental aspects, morphologic, syntactic, semantic to pragmatic.
They could potentially narrow down to a couple, and go deeper into that, or cover it more generally.

4. Nunne 2. The students may narrow down to some aspects of IDS and show correlation between
these and language development, both phonological, but also other aspects, for example word learning.
However, including research of computer modelling with IDS as input would also be relevant.

5. Vera 1. Family stress model and the investment model should be described. Some empirical
research should be mentioned supporting each of the theories. Students will most likely mention that
the theories support research evidence relating to different outcomes. Some limitations (at least one
limitation) of the previous empirical research should be mentioned.

6. Vera 2. The need-to-belong theory should be described. Social exclusion should be linked - as
one of the possible threats to the need to belong - to this theory, and empirical research should be used
to describe the impact of social exclusion on children’s behavior and/or emotions.

7. Jolene 1. Autonomy-as-independence and autonomy-as-volition should be defined, and
differences between these two should be discussed in a clear manner. Both conceptualizations should
also be linked to both adolescents’ and older adults’ psychosocial functioning. Empirical research should
be included, thereby discussing both strengths and limitations.

8. Jolene 2. The students will have to describe both the negative and positive effects of being or
becoming a parent, and explain why some parents experience these negative and some experience
these positive effects. They should also compare parents and non-parents in terms of their well-
being/mental health. Empirical research should be included, thereby discussing both strengths and
limitations.

Karakterskala som er benyttet
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Betegnelse Generell, ikke fagspesifikk beskrivelse av vurderingskriterier

Bestatt Kandidaten har oppnadd kravene til laeringsutbytte og viser ngdvendige
kunnskaper, ferdigheter og kompetanse.

Ikke bestatt Kandidaten har ikke oppnadd kravene til leeringsutbytte og viser ikke
ngdvendige kunnskaper, ferdigheter og kompetanse.




