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pa det ndverende tidspunkt peke pa annet enn jordbruk og ferdsel
som grunnlag for omrddets gkonomiske posisjon innenfor viking-

tidens gkonomiske system.

Ressursybovitelse ubep wiThnyining i1 sentrs

Drift i kleberbruddene og produksjon av kleberkar synes
ikke & ha vert knyttet til noen av vikingtidens gkonomiske sentra.
Den md sarlig ha vart drevet i Hardanger, i strgk der det er jevnt
gode jordbruksmuligheter og jevnt mange funn og gravminner. Innenfor
disse bygdene, som vel ma kunne karakteriseres som hdndverksbygder,
var karproduksjonene sikkert en viktig binaering, men den synes ikke
4 ha medfg¢rt noen vesentlig velstandsgkning for bygdene.

Vi kjenner ikke distribusjonsmaten for kleberproduktene,
men kan ikke se bort fra at de i vikingtid ble spredd til @stlandet
via Rgldal og Eidfjord og til det @¢vrige Vestlandet via Etne. I
mellomalderen ble de ventelig spredd via Kinsarvik og Bergen.
Kanskje har kleberproduksjonen i Hardanger vart noe av grunnlaget for
den antatte Kinsarvikkaupangens oppkomst.

Bortsett fra jernvinneanlegget pa Fet i Eidfjord, er det
lite vi vet om jernproduksjonen pa Vestlandet i fe¢rhistorisk tid.

En jernproduksjon i Vossefjellene kan ha hatt betydning for Viks
(og Voss') stilling som smiebygd i vikingtid.

Vi vet ogsad lite om fiskets organisasjon og betydning i

yngre jernalder, selv om det ser ut til & ha vaert en konsentrasjon

til visse "ver" i hvertfall pa deler av kysten (Magnus 1975). Fram-
tidige undersgkelser vil kanskje vise om det var konsumentene som selv
sto for fisket pd ytterkysten eller om fiskeproduktene inngikk i et

redistributivt ¢konomisk system.

Sluttord
Vestlandets gkonomiske system i vikingtiden ma ha vert et
apent system, der det i hvert fall i visse omrader foregikk en om-

fattende import av luksusvarer og vapen, sarlig fra de britiske g¢yene.
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Importhandelen ma kanskje betraktes som et undersystem, et sub-
system, knyttet til hgytstdende sosiale lag innenfor vikingtids-—
samfunnet.

I dette systemet inngikk trolig ogsd en del av produktene
fra smiebygdene. Det ma skyldes mer enn en tilfeldighet at konsen-
trasjoner av importvarer og smedredskaper faller sammen innenfor de
samme tre bygdene, Vik, Gloppen og Stryn. 0gsd pd Voss finner vi
dette sammenfallet mellom smedgraver og importfunn. Dette md ogsa
oppfattes som en indikasjon pa at importvarene er kommet til bygdene
pa fredelig vis, og ikke direkte som fglge av rgving og plyndring.
Disse bygdene ma ha statt i intim forbindelse med vesterhavsgyene
og de britiske @gyene, bade med kolonisatorer og med vikinger.

Et annet subsystem kan ha vart lukket. Det har omfattet
varer og tjenester som inngikk i dagliglivets behov, som de for-
skjellige bygdene og distrikfene kunne hjelpe hverandre med. Kleber-
produktene ma ha tilhg¢rt dette systemet sammen med en del av jern-
produksjonen. Til samme systemet hgrte trolig ogsa fisket pad kysten.
P4 fig. 9 er det et mindre pleionomrade i ytre Nordhordland. Dette
skyldes for en vesentlig del funn av kleberkar i og nar "varene"
nord for Sotra (Fett 1965-76, hefte 7). 0Ogsd sgrvest for Sotra er
det funnet kleberkar i omrader med tufter som md knyttes til fisket
(Fett 1955-73, hefte 5), men de har ikke gitt det samme utslaget pa
isaritmekartet ettersom det her er flere garder innenfor analyse-
cellene. Disse funnene md tolkes som klare indikasjoner pa at fisket
og kleberproduksjonen hgrte hjemme innenfor samme g¢konomiske system.

Det har antakelig ogsd vart et tredje subsystem, som ikke
kunne eksistere som annet enn et apent system. Det er handelen mellom
de indre fjordbygdene og @stlandets dalbygder. Dette er det eneste av
de tre subsystemene som pa Vestlandet antas & ha vart knyttet til
markeder og markedsplasser. Varene som ble omsatt innenfor dette
systemet synes & ha vart av en slik art at de vanskelig lar seg pa-
vise 1 et arkeologisk materiale.

De tre subsystemene har neppe vart totalt adskilt fra
hverandre, selv om et av dem antas bare & ha omfattet en forholdsvis
liten gruppe mennesker med hgy status.

En oversikt over det vi til nad mener & vite om det gkonomiske

systemet pa Vestlandet i vikingtid er forsgkt framstilt va fig. 14.
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Produksjonsomrader og gkonomiske sentra pa Vestlandet i
vikingtid. 1) Sentra med kontakter til utlandet, 2) lokale
eller regionale sentra, 3) fangst, 4) fiske, 5) smiebygder,
6) jernvinne, 7) kleberbrudd, 8) kvernsteinsbrudd.

Production areas and economic centers in Viking Period West
Norway. 1) Centers with foreign contacts, 2) local or
regional centers, 3) hunting, 4) fishing, 5) smith districts,
6) iron production, 7) steatite vessels, 8) grinding stones.
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Forelgpig kan vi bare gripe fatt i deler av periodens gkonomiske
system. Pa en del omrdder er det vanskelig & komme videre, men et
fornyet studium av redskapsgrupper som kan knyttes til visse erverv
bgr kunne bringe oss nye steg framover. Ikke minst er det & hape at
framtiden vil bringe systematiske undersgkelser av vikingtidens bo-
plasser, som gdrdsanlegget p& Ytre Moa, Ardal i Sogn (Bakka 1963).
Det vil kunne bringe modellen jeg her har skissert ut over det hypo-

tesestadium den befinner seg pa na.
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SUMMARY

Introduction

The Viking Period holds a unique position in Norwegian
prehistoric archaeology. Firstly, because of the large number of
finds and artifacts, and secondly, because the archaeological
material no longer is the almost only source for studies of a pre-
historic period. The many finds make the period and exciting period
for archaeologists, especially because of the possibilities for
studying various aspects of a prehistoric society. For the same
reasons it is also a difficult period. The material is overwhelming,
and most archaeological papers therefore deals with minor areas,
types of artifacts or special and/or large finds.

This paper deals with the counties, Hordaland and Sogn og
Fjordande and Sunnmgre of the county Mgre og Romsdal in West Norway.
It is divided into two main parts. The first part is a presentation
and discussion of hypothesises, statements and models previously
formulated on Viking Period Norway in general and West Norway in
special. The second part is an attempt at building an economic

model for Viking Period West Norway.

Previous models

A farming society

The archaeological material clearly shows that Viking
Period West Norway was a farming society with roots far back in the
past. The period is regarded as a time with settlement expansion,
but the new farms were considerably smaller than the older ones.
The agriculture was based on a varied plant production on self-
draining soil. The farmers kept cattle, horse, sheep, goat, and

poultry.

Trade, plunder, colonization

Many objects found in West Norway are produced outside the

country. The greater part comes from the British Isles. A special



group consists of Irish and Anglo-Saxon jewelry and church accessories.
These are in West Norway mostly found in Sogn og Fjordane, while other
imported objects are more widely distributed. They have been regarded
as result of robbery, but commercial aspects may have been under-

estimated.

Handicraft, industry, exploitation of special resources

Due to an unequal distribution of resources rather few of
the farming communities were completely self-sufficient. Lack of
resources may have originated exchange of goods and a production beyond
local needs.

Iron was one of the most important raw materials in Viking
Period Norway, and settlements grew up in mountain areas, where
their existence were based mostly on iron production. Iron production
at Fet, Eidfjord, Hardanger, is dated to Early Iron Age, while Voss in
older literature is referred to as an important iron producing district.

Steatite, soap-stone, is another important raw material,
mostly used for cooking vessels. In West Norway most of these vessels
were produced in Hardanger. Quarries are, however, found scattered
all over the district. Also other kinds of rock were exploited in
producing whet-stones and grinding stones, but no quarries of these
kinds are yet conclusively dated to the Viking Period.

Fish and game were exploited, hunting mostly in the mountain
areas as shown by stray finds of arrow-heads and by hunting equipments
found in graves in the near-by valleys. We know less about the
fisheries, but clusters of house-grounds clearly connected to fishing
are found on the outer coast.

Many farms and minor districts lacked important resources.
The cultivation of cereals e.g. was risky in the mountain settlements,
where also flax had to be imported. Lack of salt, especially in the
the upper East Norwegian valleys originated "salt roads" to the fjords
in West Norway. This salt traffic is undated but assumed to be of

prehistoric origin.
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Traffic

Traffic was in West Norway first and foremost bound to the
sea, that also links the district to other parts of Norway and to
foreign countries as well. Some coastal places are pointed at as
important junctions for this traffic.

At the same time traffic arteries crossing the mountains to
Wast Norway was established, and for the upper parts of the East
Norwegian valleys the shortest road to the sea was westwards, to the

inner parts of the fjords.

Markets

No Viking Period mérkets are known from West Norway, but
some markets, based on the trade between people at the fjords of West
Norway and the valleys of East Norway, may be of prehistoric origin.
They seem to belong to an economic system different from the one that
originated the main medieval markets and towns. The fjord markets

also outlived the larger, medieval markets.

Economic model for Viking Period West Norway

The farm was the heart of the Viking Period society. Each
farm may be considered as an open or closed economic system. Each
district (Norwegian bygd) may also be considered as a system, where
each single farm is a sub-system. The district system may be open or
closed, and inside this system each farm may be selfsufficient (a
closed system) or in unilateral or multilateral relationship to other
farms (open systems). Also West Norway as a whole may be considered
as an economic system, with farm and district subsystems. The many
imported objects clearly show that this main system was an open system.

Inside the economic system of West Norway people produced
different kinds of goods that may have been traded at markets. This

trading was closely connected to traffic along the coast and fjords
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and across the mountains. Some goods, e.g. imported luxuries, are
well documented, while the recovering of goods for consumption is

difficult.

The localizing of centers

Traffic was a basic factor in the period's economic system,
and main traffic arteries are supposed to have conclusive influence
in the localizing of centers. Another important factor is a district's
economic potential, the possibilities of producing a surplus that could
be changed into other goods or services. Economic centers are supposed
to have played an important role in Viking Period trade, and a "natural”
center is situated where both the main factors are present.

Tﬁere are differenf classes of centers. Centers with direct
contacts to corresponding centers abroad (1), centers with contacts
to other parts of the country (2), and centers serving local communi-
ties (3). The archaeological material from these different classes of
centers will vary, and centers for import and luxury trade are most
easily localized. It is supposed that an economic center should have
a relatively high level of affluence, traceable in the archaeological

material, e.g. by more and "richer" graves.
Y g

Economic centers in Viking Period West Norway

The author has tried to show economic centers by using finds
from late Iron Age and burial mounds in a quantitative analysis
stressing relative values. The largest settlement areas known from
later times are found at the coast, reaching from south to north-
west. Relatively most finds come, however, from the inner parts of
of the counties. The distribution of the grave-mounds are very much
the same.

By combining maps showing later settlements, finds and
burial mounds six areas stands out as possible economic centers. In

four of these we also find concentrations of imported objects.
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Summary

Although the analysis points at six possible economic
centers, we have no reason to believe that it unveils all places that
held influence in Viking Period West Norway. Class-3 centers
specially seem to be missing, probably class-2 centers as well. The

six possible economic centers are:

(1) Etne, Sunnhordland
(2) Eidfjord, Hardanger
(3) Vik, Sogn

(4) Gloppen, Nordfjord
(5) Stryn, Nordfjord

(6) Giske/Godgy, Sunnmgre

Welding, the producing of weapons and utensils, together
with import of luxuries seem closely connected to class-1 centers,
probably belonging to an upper class economic sub-system. Fishing
and the producing of steatite vessels on the other hand, seem to

belong to a different sub-system not connected to these centers.
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