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Abstract

Moen, A. & Singsaas, S. 1994. Excursion guide for the 6th IMCG field symposium in Norway
1994. Univ. Trondheim Vitensk.mus. Rapp. Bot. Ser. 1994 2:1-159

This guide contains a description of the variations found among the mires in central Norway.
The main empbhasis is on the hydromorphology, flora and vegetation, but the bird fauna and
conservational aspects are also included. The regionality of the vegetation is stressed (5
zones/belts and 5 sections have been mapped). Nine main mire localities that will be visited
during the excursion are also described. Rgrmyra (locality 1), Kaldvassmyra (2) and
Toppmyr/Rgkmyr (9) are southern boreal mires with raised bog units. They represent three
different (oceanic) sections. Tufsingdeltaet (5), Stormyra (6) and Bakkedalen (8) are middle
boreal mires representing some of the most continental areas in Norway (localities 5 and 6, the
slightly continental section) and the most oceanic areas (locality 8, the highly oceanic section).
Typical mire units are flark fens and sting mixed mires (5), flat fens (6) and blanket bogs (8).
The final localities, Upper Forra (3), Sglendet (4) and Haukskardmyrin (7), are mainly of
northern boreal type but in quite different sections. Sloping fens dominate localities 3 and 4,
palsa mires (the southernmost in Fennoscandia) are typical for locality 7. A complete list of
vascular plant and Sphagna species, and some selected bryophytes are presented for 13 mire
localities. The list numbers 490 taxa. A new phytogeographical (floristic) classification of 225
mire plants in southern Norway is presented. It includes 3 sub-groups of each of the 5 groups
(elements) of species: western, southern, southeastern, eastern and alpine/upper boreal.

Asbjgrn Moen & Stein Singsaas, University of Trondheim, Museum of Natural History and
Archaeology, Department of Botany, N-7004 Trondheim, Norway.






Preface

This excursion guide has been prepared for the IMCG field symposium in Norway, July 1994,
Together with the booklet presenting the 53 summaries of the conference (printed as no. 1994
1 in the same series) and the field colour guide of Norwegian Sphagna (which will be printed in
the same series), this guide represents important material being published before the field
symposium.

The planning of the mire excursion in Norway started a few days after the decision (in
Switzerland in 1992) to visit Norway in 1994. The committee appointed to arrange this 1994
symosium (see below) discussed the route during the winter of 1992/93, and the mire
ecologists (Flatberg, Moen & Singsaas) visited the most potential localities in the summer of
1993, including all the 9 localities that were finally chosen for the excursion. Ingerid Angell-
Petersen, Eirik Lind and Thyra Solem also participated in the 1993 visits to Kaldvassmyra and
Upper Forra (localities 2 and 3).

When preparing this guide, we have made use of material gathered over many years. Several
people have contributed, and we would like to thank, here: Arvid Lillethun at the Norwegian
Mapping Authority (maps), Bodil Willman at the Norwegian Institute for Nature Research
(maps), Alf Ottar Folkestad, Hans Christian Gjerlaug and Asbjgrn Thingstad (Environmental
Officers in the counties we shall be visiting, for information on the status of the localities), Egil
I. Aune, Liv Nilsen, Sigurd Saastad and other botanists at the Museum Botany Department
(contributed on various occasions and in various capacities). Thyra Solem has written the
sections on the vegetational history of Upper Forra and Haramsgy (sections 4.3.1 & 4.8.3),
@ystein Starkersen section 5; Ingerid Angell-Petersen has contributed information on the
conservation and use of the localities and written section 3.5. Kjell Ivar Flatberg is a co-writer
(with Asbjgrn Moen and Stein Singsaas) of section 3.4. Stein Singsaas has written sections
4.5-4.7, prepared species lists and contributed in many parts of the work. The great majority of
this excursion guide has been written by Asbjgrn Moen.

Philip Tallantire has translated or corrected some sections; the main English language editing
being done by Richard Binns, who has simultaneously typed a few parts of the text. Typing has
otherwise been done by Inger Marie Growen, who together with Randi Baadsvik, Arild
Krovoll and Else Johanne Svorkés, helped to prepare figures and carried out technical editing.

Financial support for the symposium has been given by the Directorate for Nature
Management, the University of Trondheim, the Ministry of the Environment and the Royal
Norwegian Society of Sciences and Letters’ Foundation.

The committee responsible for arranging the symposium has consisted of:

Mire ecologists: Asbjgrn Moen, Kjell Ivar Flatberg and Stein Singsaas, Museum of Natural
History and Archaeology, Department of Botany, University of Trondheim.

Nature management administration: Ingerid Angell-Petersen, Directorate for Nature
Management.

Secretariat: Eirik Lind and Sglvi Hansen, Centre for Environment and Development,
University of Trondheim, N-7055 Dragvoll, Norway.












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































