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    Editorial -  “Biotec – a new strategic area?” 
 
NTNU has set the goal to be internationally outstanding by 2020. It aims, therefore, for fulfilling the 
criterion to be among the ten leading technological and scientific universities in Europe. A requirement is 
that NTNU needs to make bold strategic decisions for which I have the following strong recommendation. 
The 21st century is declared as “the century of biology”. The famous British-American physicist Freeman 
Dyson emphasized this by stating in an article from 2007 ‘‘that the domestication of biotechnology will 
dominate our lives during the next 50 years at least as much as the domestication of computers has 
dominated our lives during the previous 50 years.’’  
 
Like him, we are all aware that the previous century gave us an impressive insight into the basic building 
blocks of life and that we must harvest from this insight now. We know the constituents of DNA, RNA, 
proteins and other molecules that make up living organisms. In this century, many scientific 
achievements will be made by capitalizing on that knowledge and by unraveling the true nature of many 
complex biological phenomena.  
 
A university that does not place biology, biotechnology and biomedicine at the core of its strategic 
planning will inevitably lag behind in international rating, simply because so much of international 
research is focused on these subjects. Therefore NTNU should declare biotechnology as its next 
thematic strategic area.    
 
Best regards, Magne Børset 
Leader FUGE Mid-Norway committee 
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BIOTEK 2012 
 

As probably a lot of you will know, The Research Council of Norway (NFR) has requested proposals for 

the definition of the next national investment program for biotechnology, Biotec 2012. The proposal 

deadline was November 30th and now the definition will continue by the publication of all received 

proposals on the Research Council's website (http://biotek2012.forskningsradet.no/) by the fourth of 

December. Via this website, all interested parties will be able to get information about the proposed 

topics and are invited to return comments if relevant. The deadline for returning comments is December 

21st. 

 

From NTNU there has been sent in a package of very qualified proposals. The proposed topics were 

about health, bioinformatics, systems biology, synthetic biology, white biotechnology, aquaculture, 

biotechnology and ICT, and ethics. In December, the Biotec2012 panel appointed by FUGE mid-

Norway will have a meeting to elaborate on the proposal comments that are posted on NFR's web 

pages. 

New announcements  llumina CSPRO 
certification at NTNU 

 
 
Please follow our webpage for new 
announcements on: 
 

 Funds for services at the FUGE technology 
platforms Travel funds 

 Service funds 
 Seminar funds 

 
They will probably be announced in December 
2009. 
 
For the year 2010 we will probably announce 
funds for PhD-candidates and post docs. In 
addition we will probably arrange a writing course. 

 

 
The Norwegian Microarray Consortium (NMC 
FUGE Platform) at NTNU and the NTNU 
Genome Rescource Center have fulfilled the 
Illumina CSPRO certification process.  
 
They are certified now for carrying out the so-
called Gene-expression and Infinium SNP 
analysis and have entered the global elite 
group of Illumina genomics service providers. 
 
You find more information at 
http://www.microarray.ntnu.no/ or 
http://www.ntnu.microarray.no 

http://biotek2012.forskningsradet.no/
http://www.ntnu.no/research/fuge/announcements
http://www.microarray.ntnu.no/
http://www.ntnu.microarray.no/
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(The Research Council of Norway) 

 
FUGE Mid-Norway Christmas Seminar 2009 
 
Wednesday 16 December 2009, 10.15 - 12.30 

This year we have invited prof Ole Didrik Lærum to 

speak for us. Ole Didrik Lærum is professor of 

pathology at the University of Bergen (UiB). In addition 

to extensive scientific research on cancer, he has 

distinguished himself as a university politician, 

research communicator and cultural historian.  

 Programme:  
At 10.15 Welcome by Magne Børset  
  
 At 10.20 Lecture by Ole Didrik Lærum  
"Risks and pitfalls in communication with the 
media"  
  
 At 11.05 Lecture by Anastasia Dykyy  
"Geneva, Oslo, Paris and other positive feedbacks 
of stem cells"  
  
 At 11.15  
 Distribution of the FUGE Mid-Norway award 2009  
  
 At 11.25 Presentation by the award winners  
  
 At 11.45 Christmas lunch  

The seminar is open to everyone. 

There are limited places for the Christmas lunch. Those who 

wish to attend the Christmas lunch must register for it. Send 

an e-mail to janneos@nt.ntnu.no. NOTE mail with: 

"REGISTRATION FOR CHRISTMAS LUNCH". 

 

 
This is taken from FUGE NFRs webpage, where most 
of the news is only available in Norwegian: 

 

På sporet av genene for jurbetennelse 
Jurbetennelse hos kyr gir store økonomiske tap. Nå er den første 
kartleggingen av gener som regulerer og beskytter mot sykdommen, 
gjennomført.  

Kan bestille ku eller okse 
Store forskningsmiljø i hele verden leter nå etter en lønnsom metode 
for å kunne «bestille» en ku- eller oksekalv. Et delvis FUGE-finasiert 
prosjekt kan komme først i mål. 

Torskens arvemateriale kartlagt 
Norske forskere har nå kartlagt torskens genom, og det på rekordtid. 
Det FUGE-finansierte prosjektet er et viktig bidrag til framtidig 
forskning. 

En Lofot-torsk er avslørt 
Torskens genom er nå ferdig kartlagt. Og det er en ekte Lofot-torsk 
som har fått æren av å åpne ballet. Norge er nemlig først ute med å 
kartlegge arvestoffet til en fisk som har stor økonomisk betydning. 

Takler genetisk veiledning bra  
Genetisk veiledning gjør ikke situasjonen verre for personer i 
risikosonen for arvelig kreft, ifølge en doktoravhandling. 

Utlysning innen proteomikk og biobanker 
2,3 millioner kroner er nå tilgjengelig for nye forskningsprosjekter som 
bruker biobankmateriale i proteinanalyser. Frist for å søke er 11. 
november. 

Revolusjonerende diagnostisering 
- Hvorfor samle kunnskap hvis du ikke skal bruke den, spør gründer 
bak Norges mest innovative bedrift 2009. 

MABIT-midler til marin bioteknologi 
MABIT-programmet lyser nå ut midler til nye forsknings- og 
utviklingsprosjekter innenfor marin bioteknologi. Søknadsfrist er torsdag 
29. oktober. 

Bioteknolog i rektorstolen 
Ole Petter Ottersen er midtveis i de symbolske første 100 dagene som 
rektor for landets største universitet. Hvilke utfordringer opptar FUGEs 
tidligere styreleder nå? 

Jakter på fruktbare gener hos kua 
Den norske kua er unik i verdenssammenheng - hun gir ikke bare mye 
melk, men kalver også når hun skal. Nå er forskerne på vei til å finne 
de fruktbare genene. 

Får 42 millioner til bedre utstyr 
Bioteknologimiljøer får 42 av 181 millioner kroner som Forskningsrådet 
nå deler ut til avansert vitenskapelig utstyr og eInfrastruktur. 
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http://www.snl.no/.nbl_biografi/Ole_Didrik_L%C3%A6rum/utdypning
http://www.forskningsradet.no/no/Nyheter/Forskning+pa+mus+og+middelalder+prisbelont/1240290584097
mailto:janneos@nt.ntnu.no
http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=Page&cid=1226993493156&p=1226993493156&pagename=fuge%2FHovedsidemal
http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=Nyhet&pagename=fuge%2FHovedsidemal&cid=1253952001716&p=1226993493156
http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=Nyhet&pagename=fuge%2FHovedsidemal&cid=1253952148650&p=1226993493156
http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=Nyhet&pagename=fuge%2FHovedsidemal&cid=1253952153867&p=1226993493156
http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=Nyhet&pagename=fuge%2FHovedsidemal&cid=1253952069725&p=1226993493156
http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=Nyhet&pagename=fuge%2FHovedsidemal&cid=1253951890241&p=1226993493156
http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=Nyhet&pagename=fuge%2FHovedsidemal&cid=1253951981228&p=1226993493156
http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=Nyhet&pagename=fuge%2FHovedsidemal&cid=1253951911204&p=1226993493156
http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=Nyhet&pagename=fuge%2FHovedsidemal&cid=1253951910912&p=1226993493156
http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=Nyhet&pagename=fuge%2FHovedsidemal&cid=1253951588131&p=1226993493156
http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=Nyhet&pagename=fuge%2FHovedsidemal&cid=1253951587795&p=1226993493156
http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=Nyhet&pagename=fuge%2FHovedsidemal&cid=1253951588714&p=1226993493156
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Succesfull post-graduate course in 
Metabolomics 

 

 
With the establishment of Trondheim 
Metabolomics Center 
(http://www.ntnu.no/bioteknologi/metabolomics) it was 
decided to organize a post graduate course about 
the application of MR as well as MS techniques 
within the field of Metabolomics. No similar course 
in this fast-growing field had been offered 
elsewhere in Norway before, or in Scandinavia. 
 
The course was held for the first time in autumn 
2009 with 19 participants. Among the participants, 
researchers from the University of Oslo, UMB and 
Uppsala University were present. The course was 
coordinated by Tone F. Bather from the MR 
Cancer group (ISB) in close collaboration with Per 
Bruheim (IBT). 
 
During two hectic seminar weeks, the participants 
were introduced to Metabolomics through 
lectures, exercises and laboratory work.  
 
The course was supported by the National 
Research School for medical imaging 
(DMF/NTNU). The Research School funded 
contributions from two foreign invited speakers, in 
addition to travel and hotel expenses for PhD 
students. 
 
The big interest and positive feedback from 
course participants showed that it is reasonable to 
offer this course every year. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ntnu.no/bioteknologi/metabolomics
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